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Donating part of the sales of environment-friendly plastic umbrellas 

to the country where they are manufactured 

Top Valu Fururi Donated Fund Presentation 
 Supporting education for Cambodian Children 

 

 

On July 26, AEON, acting through the AEON 1% Club Foundation, presented 

the sum of JPY462,860 to AAR Japan, from part of the sales of Top Valu fururi 

eco-friendly plastic umbrellas (referred to below as “fururi”), 

 

 Fururi is a plastic umbrella with swappable frame and covering, which uses 

material derived from sugar cane, which suppresses CO2 emissions, as its 

covering material. It went on sale in June last year at around 390 AEON and 

AEON Style branches in Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu. 

 

Part of the proceeds from its sale was scheduled for donation to AAR Japan 

through the AEON 1% Club Foundation, to support education for children in 

Cambodia, where fururi is manufactured. The donation was delivered to mark 

one year from the launch. 
 

This donation was given as one part of the “Support Fund for Asian People 

With Disabilities”, which Aeon 1% Club started in 2016. Working through AAR 

Japan, which has a record of over 20 years working in Cambodia, the AEON 

Group Education Promotion Working Group, comprising local authorities, 

families, and schools, will put the funds to use in developing barrier-free school 

environments and helping children with disabilities to go to school. 

 

Aeon 1% Club will continue with various support activities to contribute to 

the sound development of children around Asia and sustainable progress in 

local communities. 
 
In future, AEON will go on working with its customers towards the 

realization of a better society, through the provision of social contributions 

through shopping, and the provision of diverse products and services. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Top Value Fururi Donation Ceremony 
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Three ecological features of fururi  

 

 

 

(1) Plastic frame for flexibility and strength Reduce 

The glass fiber frame is flexible and hard to break, so even 

if it turns inside out in a strong wind, it can be put back into 

shape. The robust fururi is an eco-friendly plastic umbrella 

that lasts a long time, reducing discarded waste. 

 

(2) The umbrella covering is swappable, so you want to keep it longer 

Make your own original umbrella! Reuse 
Fururi can be separated between its plastic covering and its frame, and it’s simple to 

swap between coverings, so users can freely mix and match their own combinations. 

 There are up to 48 combinations 

* of frames, colors, and patterns for adults, and up to 46* for children. 

*These are the numbers of combinations that can be made by switching the covering on a long umbrella. 

 

(3) This environment-friendly umbrella uses a plant-derived plastic covering! 
Recycle 

The covering is green polyethylene, for which part of the 

raw material is derived from sugar cane, reducing the 

associated CO2 emission. The umbrella can be broken down 

into its plastic covering, ferrule, and frame, which makes it 

an environment-friendly product that is easy to sort as 

separated waste for recycling. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference 

Fururi by Top Valu 

Purpose of product development 

Plastic umbrellas have always been regarded as disposable until now, but 

fururi is a next-generation plastic umbrella, planned and developed to be used 

for a long time. 

 

In general, plastic umbrellas are affordably priced and easy to buy at a shop or 

convenience store near a station. 

But with the rapid climate change of recent years, which has led to increasing 

incidence of sudden torrential rains, people more commonly buy these 

umbrellas while they are out, and more commonly leave them behind later. 

Also, the umbrellas that are broken by fierce storms and lie discarded in the 

streets are becoming a social problem. 

Responding to this situation, AEON proposes a “no-throw plastic umbrella 

culture” by promoting the use of fururi umbrellas, with the aim of reducing 

the environment burden. 

 

* According to a survey by the Japan Umbrella Promotion Association, Japan consumes around 130 million 

umbrellas per year, of which 80 million are plastic umbrellas, and 50 million of those, over 60%, are discarded 

within one year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Inclusive education: This is education based on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

which was adopted by the UN in 2006, aiming to build educational systems which allow people with and without 

disabilities to study together wherever possible. 

 



Development history 

  AEON increasingly uses overseas sourcing for its Top Valu and other 

products, and is expanding production centers in Indonesia, Vietnam, and other 

ASEAN countries. 

 

Cambodia already has a track record of producing UV-cutting folding umbrellas, 

so we decided to produce fururi there too. 

 

  The product name “fururi” is the idea of Kinari Yamasaki, a student at 

Okayama Ichinomiya High School, which received an AEON visiting class. She 

based it on the theme of “Fair trade can save the world through our everyday 

shopping”, inspired by seeing poverty and the scars of conflict in her own 

Cambodian training experience. 

 

 

 “Fururi” comes from “furu”, the verb to fall like rain, and “ri” from recycle, and also 

draws on the image of the “funwari” (soft and gentle) dignity of mothers in Cambodia, 

the country where the umbrellas are made. 

 

 

Illustration of “CSV shopping changing the future” through fururi 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About AAR Japan (Association for Aid and Relief, Japan) 

AAR Japan was founded in 1979 in Japan, as a public 

foundation to assist refugees from Indochina. 

To date, it has assisted victims of natural disasters and 

refugees from conflicts in over 60 countries and regions, 

as well as supporting people with disabilities, land mine countermeasures, 

and other measures. 

 

 

 

 

Support Fund for Asian People With Disabilities 

  This fund began in FY2016 with the aim of supporting the people with disabilities 

in Asian countries in education and work. 

 The first collection ran from November 5 (Saturday) to December 4 (Sunday) 

2016, and around 8,000 AEON Group stores and offices which asked to 

participate donated a total of JPY15,558,751. This foundation made a matching 

donation to bring the total donation to JPY31,115, 502, which was presented to 

AAR Japan (Association for Aid and Relief, Japan) on January 18 (Wednesday) 

2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


